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Federa Communications Commission

Office d the Secretary
445 121 h Street, SW
Room 'W-A325
Washir gton, DC 20554

June 2: l, 2006

RE: RE quest lor review of form 471 in relerence to CC Docket No. 02·6

AppellLnt: Trego Elementary School, BEN: 68106
PO Box 10
Trego, MT 59934

Contact: Margaret Mee, District Clerk
Contact Phone: 406-882-4713

Fax: 406-882-4365
Contact email: tregoschool@interbel.net
Servicll Provider: InterBel Telephone Cooperative, SPIN: 143028555
Form H1 application number: 445832
FRN's: 1228611 and 1228615

RECEIVED &INSPECTED

JUN 2 3 2006

FCC - MAILROOM

The atove Funding Commitment Decision has three items applied lor by Trego Schools, only one
FRN 1~28611(lnternetServices) was lunded, the other 2 FRN's (both Telecommunications
ServiCl!s) were denied. The reason stated was "This FRN is a request for Telecommunications
Servicl~ from a carrier that does not provide telecommunications on a common carriage basis."

Our service provider InterSel Telephone Cooperative, Inc, has two SPIN numbers. 143002533
which ,It the time of our appeal to USAC was listed as an eligible telecom provider and the other
which '.as not approved as an eligible telecom provider due to a mistake on their lorm 499A. We
used tile SPIN number on our 471 which is what NECA advised our provider to do. InterBel
Telep~one Cooperative, Inc. was unable to correct the 499A before the appeal Trego Schools
filed WIS denied.

As of t 1e date of this appeal the SPIN 143028555 is listed as an "Elibible Telecom Provider by
USAC and meets ail requirements in order to allow Trego Schools to receive funding for year July
2005 - June 2006.

We we uld like you to approve these FRN's since InterBel now meets the criteria of an "Eligible
Telecom Provider".

Yours fruly,

W\~~ 'y/\..,.J
Marga "at Mee
Districl Clerk
Trego ::Iementary School

Attachments included: USAC denied form 471
USAC denied appeal of lorm 471
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AdmlnlSllidor's AcknoWledgement Letler
FCC Fmng Advice

June 21, 2006

RECEIVED & INSPECTED
Margaret Mee
Trego EI ementary SChool
P.O. 8OJ: 10
Trego, IIT 59934

Margare, Mee:

con1'lrm ing our telephone COI'IIIeI'Slltion this morning, the SChools ancl Ubrarles DivIslon of the
Universill 5ervlce Administrative company has received your rortespondenc:e on May 26, 2006,
appeallllg the Adminlstrlltor's De:dslon on Appeal letterS of MllY 10, 2006, for Form 471
AppIlcatlOn(s) 445832 - FRN(s) 1:128&11, 1228&15.

DedslOII on Appe;II: Denied

fOr aPi_is ttl. have.been denied in full, partially approved, crl5llliDed. or ClIIK1II.d,
you m; ry tile an lI1IPHl with the Fcc.

" You should refer to CC Doc:kl!t No. 02~ on the first page of your appeal to the FCC.
" You, appeal must be received or postmarked within 60 days of the dabl on the

Adm inistralDr's DedSkln on Appeal letter. Failure to meet this requirement will result In
autl: matle dismissal of your appeal.

If you .Ire submlttlng your appeal via United Stm!s Postal 5elv1ca, send 10: FCC, 0I\'ice d the
5ecreta Y. 445 12th Street 9#, Washtlgton, OC 20554. Further InformatIOn and~ fer ftIIng an
appeal iliredly wl1l the FCC can be found In the "Appeals Proced\n" d the SLD web site at
btIp'/Iw'M yolvO 1zrvk;e,qqlsllmNi!' §J,w"Itew or by mntBdJng the O1ent 5eMce Bureau.

We the lk you for your continued support, patience and cooperation during the appeal process.

SChools and Ubrarles DiviskJn
Unlvers ~I Servicll Administrative Company

100 Soulh 1ellinon Road, P_O_ 80. 902, \Vhippolv,!'Iew1._ 07981
Visit us on1ine AI: http:// WW'Y v••orgIll

rira~~_"_._.__
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Universal Service Administrative Company
Schools & Libraries Division

AdirliiilstratIJr's Dec!sioii on Appeal .. Funding Year 2005·2006

May lO, 2006

Marg'Ltet Mee
Trego Elementary School
P.O. Hox 10
Trego, MT 59934-0010

Re: Applicant Name;
:3illed Entity Number:
1'orm 471 Application Number:
]'unding Request Nltinber(s);
(our Correspondence ReceiVed:

'tR.EGO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
68106
445832
1228611,1228615
March 17, 2006

After :h6roughr~vie'Yand investigatio~Qfall relevant facts, the Schools and Li])raries
Division (SLb).oftlie UlliverSalServi~eAdministrativeCompany(USAC) has l11ade its
decisiJn iil reglU'dto yOUr app¢alof SLP's fundin~¥ellt2005 Flmding.Commltinent
Decis on Utt~r fortlie Application Number indi~ted above.. This letter explains the
basis ofSID's decision; the iliiteofthis letter begins .tlie 6O-day time period for
appea .ing tlijsdecision to the Federal COminunications Conunission (FCC).. If your
Utter of Appe~includedmore than one Application Number, please note that you will
receive a separate letter for each application.

Fundi1gRequest Number(s):
Decision on App¢al;
Explalation:

1228611, 1228615
Denied

• On appeal, you seek reversalof theSLD decision to deny the funding request
because the FRN is a request for Telecommunications Service from a carrier that
doeS not provide telecoIDlDlInications on a COIDlDon carriage basis. In support of
your request, you state that InterBel Telephone Cooperative has two SPIN
numbers, 143002533 and 143028555. You assert that SPIN 143002533 shows
that the service provider does provide telecommunications on a common carriage
basis. You state that SPIN 143028555 is showing as ineligible because the
service provider had made a mistake on their Form 499A. You conclude that the
service provider is working on correcting the problem sO SPIN 143028555 will
show that it is an eligible telecommunications carrier by the time the appeal is
reviewed.

Box 125 - Correspondence Unit, 80 South Jefferson Road, Whippany, New Jersey 07981
Visit us online at: www.sl.universalservice.org
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•

•

Upon thorough review oflheappealletter and the relevant documentation, the
SLDhas.determined that the FRNwasproperly ~enied for requesting
telecommunications services. from a carrierthai:cdoes not provide
telecommunicatiohson a corriln0n carriage basis. On the Form 471, the FRN was
categorized under the telecommunications .service category.. An examination of
the Item 21 Attachmeni confrrms thatthe services requested are
tel~comm.UIlications services..Per Program R,ul~, the se!Vice provider providing
the telecormn.uni~tionssetYicesl1lusrl1leet the FCC eligible telecom carrier
desigp.atiOl;I r..,'l.uirementstobe4esignated as eligi~le t7lecqil:lcarrier in the USAC
database..The serviceproyiderInterB..,1 Teleph~ne.Cooperative, Inc. SPIN
143028555 listed for this FRN was deemed an ineligible te1ecommunication
provider in. the USAC da~abase. It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure
that aU requested telecommUni"ations services are provided by an Eligible
Telecommunications Provider (ETP), On appeal; you have failed to demonstrate
that the Sill erred in its original decision. --

An Eligible Teleconununications Provider (EtP)!aUSAC term used (or
"telecommunications carrier," is an entity thatprovidestelecommunications
services, i.e., transmission services on a coIl:lIl:l0n carriage" basis.. To be a
telecommunications carrier, the carrier must (I )a"ow the C\lStomer to transmit
infonrtation of its own desigp.andchQOsing, ",ithout change in the fonrt or content
of the infonrtation; and (2)provide that capabiHty for a fee directly lothe pUblic,
or to such classes of users as ttl be effectively aVailable to the public (Le., hold
itself out to serve indifferently all potentialusetS). ..

USAC makes commitments for Tel""ommuniClitlons Servi"es for ajlplicallts when
the service provider is iden\ified inPSAC'sdatabase as an ETl'; but, . .
notwithstanding thatidentifi~ation, it is the setYice provider that is responsible for
ensuring itmeets these requirements in all instances of discounted. . .
telecommunications services. All telt1Communications carriers are required under
FCC rules to file an FCC Form499A.By filing a Fonrt499A and checking at
least one of the boxes. on line 227, USAC may designate a service provider as an
eligible telecommunication provider in its database. Since your appeal has not
brought forth persuasive information that Sill has erred in its determination, your
appeal is denied.

• Your Form 471 indicates that you selected a service provider that has not been
designated as an eligible telecommUnication carrier in the OSAC data1lase:
InterBel Telephone Cooperative, Inc - SPIN number 143028555. FCC
regulations provide that telecommuniCations c:urlers are eligible for universal
service support. 47 C.F.R. § 54.501(a). The FCC has determined thatto be
eligible to receive universal service support for telecommunications services, the
provider must provide telecommunications services on a common carrier basis.
Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45, Report
and Order, FCC 97-157 1134 (reI. May 8,1997)

If yoU! appeal has been approved, but funding has been reduced or denied, you may
appeal these decisions to either the SLD or the FCC. For appeals that have been denied

Box 125 - Correspondence Unit, 80 South Jefferson Road, 'Whippany, New Jersey 07981
Visit us online at: www.sl.unlversaJservice.org
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in full, partially approved, dismiSsed, or canceled, you may file an appeal with the FCC.
You st ould refer to CC Docket No. 02-6 on the first page of your appeal to the FCC.
Your appeal must be received or postmarked within 60 days of the date on this letter.
Failure to meet this requirement will result in automatic dismissal of yourappeaL If you
are suhnitling your appeal via UnitedStates Postal Service, send to: FCC, Office of the
Secret,ry, 445 12th Street SW, Washingtoll; DC 20554. Further informationand options
for flli 19 an appeal directly with the. FCC can be found in the "Appeals Procedure"
posted in the Reference Area of the SLD website or by contacting the Client Service
Bureau. We strongly rccommendthatyou use the electronic filing;options.

We thank you for your continued support, patience and cooperation during the a.ppeal
process.

Schoos and Libraries Division
Univc"Sa.1 Service Administrative Company

Box 125 - Correspondence Unit, 80 South Jefferson Road. Whippany, New Jersey 07981
Visit us online at: www.s/.universslservk:e.org


